
The Florida Water Environment Association West Coast Chapter (FWEA WCC) has 

had an outstanding first half of the fiscal year, filled with technical learning, professional 

growth, and a strong sense of community. Thank you for your continued support as we 

close out 2025 and look ahead to an exciting new year.

We kicked off the season with a technical luncheon at the Columbia Restaurant, where 

members explored updates to Domestic Wastewater Rule 62-600 and learned how to 

use FDEP’s Map Direct GIS tool for watershed and monitoring data. Later that day, we 

launched our inaugural Fantasy Football League with a lively draft party—sparking 

friendly rivalries that are still going strong. In August, nearly 200 members gathered at 

the Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay for an inspiring empowering Women in Water event, 

featuring seven leaders discussing mentorship, communication, and resilience in 

shaping the future of our industry.

Our fall socials included cheering on the Rays and Rowdies, enjoying great food and conversation along the 

way. Engineers Without Borders also hosted a happy hour at Cigar City Brewing to share updates on their 

international water projects in Guatemala and Nepal. And we’re proud to celebrate USF’s Civil & 

Environmental Engineering students, who represented Florida at WEFTEC in Chicago and earned 1st Place 

in the Circular Water Economy division and 3rd Place in the Water Environment division—an exciting sign of 

the future talent emerging from our region. 

As we look ahead, expect continued opportunities to connect, learn, and lead. We will continue to support the 

community near and far including a Hurricane Melissa relief fund campaign. Florida’s water sector is 

advancing treatment, potable reuse, planning for long-term resiliency and supporting those in need — our 

members are helping drive that work. If you’re interested in getting more involved, whether through 

committees, event planning, Engineers Without Borders, or even next year’s Fantasy Football League, we’d 

love to hear from you.

If you’re looking to get more involved with FWEA 

WCC, now’s the perfect time. Reach out to me or 

any member of our steering committee—we’d love 

to have you join us. Whether you’re bringing new 

ideas, energy, or simply a passion for our industry, 

your voice matters. Together, we’ll keep building 

this vibrant, dynamic community and make an 

even greater impact in the year ahead. 

Let’s keep raising the bar and shaping the future of 

water. Join us at the next FWEA WCC gathering 

and be part of the momentum! Let’s make waves,

like and subscribe! 

Sincerely,

Adriell Shrikissoon

FWEA WCC Chair (2025-2026)
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FWEA WCC 2025-2026 Chapter Officers

Position Name Email
Chair Adriell Shrikissoon Adriell.Shrikissoon@freese.com

Vice Chair Samer Alkhatib mohamad.alkhatib@aecom.com

Treasurer Bailey Soplinski Bailey.soplinski@meadhunt.com

Secretary Danielle Mercer Danielle.Mercer@freese.com

Past Chair Pamela Kerns PKerns@chasolutions.com

Webmaster Caryssa Joustra CJoustra@hazenandsawyer.com

Content
Kaylei Kambak kaylei.kambak@tetratech.com

Alex Solanilla alex.solanilla@aecom.com

Special Events
David Demaree ddemaree@hazenandsawyer.com
Kris Samples Kris.Samples@meadhunt.com

Volunteer/Public 
Outreach

Danielle Mercer Danielle.Mercer@freese.com

Water Festival Chair

Melina Bautista mbautista@carollo.com

Trina Halfhide THalfhide@hazenandsawyer.com

Alex Solanilla alex.solanilla@aecom.com

Caryssa Joustra CJoustra@hazenandsawyer.com

Communications Chair
Jamie Leonard jleonard@hazenandsawyer.com

Kelsey Vought KelseyVought@kennedyjenks.com

Membership Chair Jorge Araujo Jorge.Araujo@jacobs.com

Utility Liaisons
Weston Haggen WHaggen@chasolutions.com

Matthew Marotta mmarotta@wadetrim.com

PR/Social Media & 
Photography

Rita Hippe RHippe@hazenandsawyer.com

Mike Smith smithmp@grissomsmith.com

Young Professionals 
Chair

Abby Buns aburns@wadetrim.com

Rita Hippe RHippe@hazenandsawyer.com

Morgan Meuleman morgan.meuleman@meadhunt.com

Olga Mikhalchishina omikhalchishina@ardurra.com

USF Representatives
Jorge Araujo Jorge.Araujo@jacobs.com

Jorge Calabria JCalabria@hazenandsawyer.com

Member at Large George Dick GDick@BrwnCald.com

Jayna Horton Jhorton@wadetrim.com

Director at Large Nicole Cohen ncohen@carollo.com 
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On Thursday, August 21, FWEA joined in the historic Columbia Restaurant to learn about recent 

updates from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP). Four talented speakers 

from the FDEP Southwest District office included Hannah Teagues, Anthony Disipio, Erica Peck, and 

Emily Larson. The presentation covered the Map Direct program - a powerful and free GIS tool for 

utilities to gather data related to watershed monitoring, total maximum daily loads, surface water 

plants, and numerous other valuable information. A hands-on demonstration from the speakers guided 

attendees on how to gather and use the data available in Map Direct. The presentation also addressed 

updates to the Domestic Wastewater Rule 62-600, Florida Administrative Code, which requires a 

Power Outage Contingency Plan and a Collection System Action Plan. For those who missed this 

luncheon, be sure to check out Map Direct and reach out to FDEP with any questions regarding the 

new updates!

August 21, 2025: Quarterly Luncheon 2

Map Direct Interface
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The FWEA West Coast Chapter kicked off its inaugural Fantasy Football League with a Draft Party 

held on Thursday, August 21, 2025. The event brought together members for an evening of football 

talk, wings, and camaraderie as we built our fantasy football rosters and shared laughs over bold 

predictions and sleeper picks. It was a great way to connect outside of work, enjoy some good food, 

and dive into the competitive spirit of the season ahead.

Since the draft, the league has been full of energy and excitement. Weekly matchups have sparked 

friendly rivalries, and the group chats have been buzzing with highlights, trade proposals, and a fair 

share of playful trash talk. Whether you're riding high on a winning streak or regrouping after a tough 

loss, everyone’s been having a blast keeping up with their teams and staying engaged throughout the 

season.

As we head into the second half of the fantasy season, the competition is heating up, and the 

leaderboard is constantly shifting. With playoffs on the horizon, we’re all eager to see who will rise to 

the occasion and be crowned the first-ever FWEA Fantasy Football Champion. No matter who takes 

home the title, it’s clear this league has already been a win for team spirit and community.

August 21, 2025: Fantasy Football Draft Party
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On the evening of Thursday, August 28, nearly 200 FWEA members, families, and friends gathered at the 

Grand Hyatt Tampa Bay to empower women within the water and wastewater industry. Overlooking the 

stunning Tampa Bay, seven inspiring industry leaders shared their journeys and insights as engineers, 

managers, and directors. The esteemed panelists included:

1. Sara Burns, Water Planning Manager, City of Tampa

2. Katie Gilmore, Director of Operations, Peace River Manasota RWSA

3. Susan Goebel-Canning, Division Director, Pinellas County

4. Elizabeth Keddy, Capital Projects Manager, Hillsborough County

5. Maribel Medina, Director of Planning & Projects, Tampa Bay Water

6. Lisa Rhea, Director, Water Resources, Hillsborough County

7. Olga Wolanin, Compliance Superintendent, Drinking Water Division, Manatee County

The panel discussion emphasized the importance of mentorship, communication, and leveraging past 

experiences to strengthen water/wastewater programs. Panelists also underscored the importance of 

resilience and proactive planning in shaping future resilience. 

The evening concluded with a lively cocktail reception featuring drinks, hors d'oeuvres, and networking. Tampa 

Bay and FWEA are proud to honor and celebrate the incredible women who are leading the way in water and 

wastewater.

Great montage video to memorialize too: Women of Water FWEA Event Aug 25 2025 on Vimeo

August 28, 2025: Tampa Bay Women of Water

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvimeo.com%2Faecomvizstudio%2Freview%2F1119924563%2F690023a1c4&data=05%7C02%7Cadriell.shrikissoon%40freese.com%7Caa7dd1d0188b4d42ce0108ddf7b62234%7C191657eabcff43859d04659ef9cee515%7C0%7C0%7C638939083819695839%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=947OhjcbTZF%2BvGIikQFr3Fm7HALRJc4OBlGh6WN%2B1PI%3D&reserved=0
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On September 4th , the FWEA West Coast Chapter hosted its annual baseball social as the 

Tampa Bay Rays took on the Cleveland Commanders at Steinbrenner Field. Attendees enjoyed 

complimentary appetizers, beer, wine and soda as they watched some classic baseball. Sadly 

the Rays did not win the day but a fun time was had by all. Participants enjoyed the opportunity to 

connect and network in a relaxed outdoor setting while supporting the chapter’s mission. 

On September 20th the make-up Rowdies game was held at Al Lang Stadium in St. Pete. The 

Rowdies took on the North Carolina FC, the match ended in a tie (which is allowed in soccer!). 

The event was so much fun we forgot to take pictures, so enjoy images from the Ray’s game 

below!

Thanks to all who attended each event and contributed to making each event memorable!

September 4, 2025: Tampa Bay Rays Game & 

September 20, 2025: Rowdies Make-up Game
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Submitted by Dr. Sarina Ergas, USF 

*PHOTO THAT IS RELEVANT TO THE EVENT

USF Design Team SustainaCore 

Engineering took 1st Place in the Circular 

Water Economy Division

USF Design Team ReNew Engineering 

Solutions took 3rd Place in the Water 

Environment Division

Special Report: USF Wins WEFTEC!

Once again, the University of South Florida (USF) Civil & Environmental Engineering students had an 

excellent showing as they represented Florida in the national student design competition at WEFTEC. 

The SDC has been growing in popularity and this this year 29 teams from four countries went head-to-

head in Chicago. 

The USF students worked with the City of Tampa on as part of the Capstone Water Resources and 

Environmental Engineering Design class taught by Dr. Sarina Ergas and Tom Cross.  

SustainaCore Engineering, consisting of Adriana Mayr (PM), Isabella Guzaldo, Schuyler Jones, 

Ochithya Fernando, and Isaac Washington, took 1st Place in the Circular Water Economy division at 

WEFTEC.  The team investigated sustainable solutions for managing biosolids from the Howard F. 

Curren Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant.  

ReNew Engineering Solutions, consisting of Santosh Jagan (PM), Chase Royall, Regina Demechko, 

Nickolas Moran, and Garrett Rolle, took 3rd Place in the Water Environment Division. They evaluated 

options for relocating and optimizing sludge processing facilities at the David L. Tippin Water 

Treatment Facility, including a land swap with Roger’s Park Golf Course.  

The teams will present their projects at the next quarterly luncheon on November 6th at the Columbia 

Restaurant. Register here!

October 2025 – Submitted by Dr. Sarina Ergas

https://mms.fwea.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?evid=58411279&orgcode=FWEA
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FWEA Student Chapter: USF Homecoming Football Game

FWEA WCC teamed up with the FWEA Student Chapter for an unforgettable USF Homecoming celebration 
as the Bulls dominated Florida Atlantic University (FAU) 48–13 at Raymond James Stadium! The day was 
packed with excitement—tailgating festivities, a mechanical bull challenge, rock climbing, and even a 
dance competition kept the energy high. The celebration reached new heights when Rocky the Bull 
climbed to the top of the cheerleader pyramid, and the crowd erupted as someone even got proposed to 
during the event! To top it off, we caught a free T-shirt during the game, making the day even more 
memorable. Students and professionals came together to network and celebrate as USF rode the wave of 
being ranked in the Top 20 nationally. From spirited conversations to cheering on the Bulls’ big win, this 
event showcased the strong connection between our chapter and the next generation of water 
professionals.

October 18th, 2025
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Engineers Without Borders (EWB) hosted a casual informational happy hour at Cigar City 

Brewing on October 9 to connect with current and prospective members. Based on the success 

of this event and the Casino Night in August (recall we raised a total of $2,730 that night!), and 

growing interest, EWB will plan to hold regular happy-hour events!

We plan to hold these happy-hours bi-monthly to foster ongoing engagement with the 

organization. Free to attend! Just a casual happy hour to learn more about the Engineers Without 

Borders Florida Professional Chapter!

EWB SPONSORSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE! 

EWB Annual Sponsors - $1,000/EA

Individual Donations are always welcome as well, and go directly to our Water projects in 

Guatemala and Nepal!

For questions and sponsorship details, contact Claes Westring at claes.westring@mottmac.com 

October 9, 2025: Engineers Without Borders Happy Hour

In Nepal (image above) - Since Since May 2023, the EWB-Florida Professional Chapter, in 

partnership with the EWB-Columbia University Chapter, has been actively collaborating with the 

community of Khabari to identify and address their specific needs. Through data collection and 

analysis, our teams are working diligently to develop the most suitable engineering design for the 

community.

In Guatemala - In the Sololá community, a significant portion of the population faces the 

challenge of inadequate and inconsistent access to clean drinking water on a daily basis. 

Recognizing this pressing need, the community has sought engineering support from EWB-USA. 

Presently, approximately 350 out of 750 community members have been connected to a potable 

water distribution system sourced from nearby springs.

mailto:claes.westring@mottmac.com
mailto:claes.westring@mottmac.com
mailto:claes.westring@mottmac.com
mailto:claes.westring@mottmac.com
mailto:claes.westring@mottmac.com
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SAVE THE DATE!

2025 SOCCER TOURNAMENT  

11/15/25

1

TAMPA BAY WATCH OYSTER REEF 

INSTALLATION 11/7/252

3

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS GAME & 

TOYS FOR TOTS 12/11/25

2026 ANNUAL SPORTING CLAYS 

2/27/26

5

2026 ANNUAL FLORIDA WATER FESTIVAL 

(see next page!)  1/17/26
6

7

FALL QUARTERLY LUNCHEON 

11/6/25

FALL QUARTERLY LUNCHEON

Date: 11/06/2025
Time: 11:30 – 1:00pm

 Location: The Columbia Restaurant
An exciting recap by two WEFTEC winning teams – 1.0 PDH offered.

Registration Link: FWEA WCC Fall Quarterly Luncheon

TAMPA BAY WATCH OYSTER REEF INSTALLATION
Date: 11/7/2025

Time: 9:00 – 12:00pm
 Location: MacDill Air Force Base, Tampa, FL

Watch sustainable water quality improvement in action!
Information Link: Tampa Bay Watch Oyster Reef Installation

(registration has closed for this event)

2025 SOCCER TOURNAMENT

Date: 11/22/2025
Time: 4:00pm to 6:00pm

Location: Fast Five - 13520 US Hwy 19 N
Burn some calories and earn some, bring a dish – we’re doing a Friendsgiving potluck style!

Registration Link: FWEA 2025 Soccer Tournament

Q3

THIRD QUARTERLY 
LUNCHEON

USF WEFTEC WINNERS:
- BIOSOLIDS
- DRINKING WATER 

RESIDUALS

THE GREAT AMERICAN TEACH-IN
Date: 11/20/2025

Time: All Day
Location: Florida Public Schools

Share what you do with local students! Reach out to your local school and/or school district!
Information Link: Great American Teach-In

GREAT AMERICAN TEACH-IN 11/20/254

TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS GAME & TOYS FOR TOTS
Date: 12/11/2025

Time: 5:30pm to 10:00pm
Location: Raymond James Stadium

Tickets going fast! Bring a new unwrapped toy to tailgate donation box  for FREE TAILGATE entry!
Registration Link: Bucs Game & Toys for Tots

11

https://mms.fwea.org/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=186119
https://mms.fwea.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=FWEA&evid=58042235
https://mms.fwea.org/Calendar/moreinfo.php?eventid=183211&org_id=FWEA
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/o/hcps/page/great-american-teach-in
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/o/hcps/page/great-american-teach-in
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/o/hcps/page/great-american-teach-in
https://mms.fwea.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=FWEA&evid=57648751


EVENTS

UPCOMING
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Q3

2026 ANNUAL FLORIDA WATER FESTIVAL
Date: 1/17/2025

Time: 10:00am to 2:00pm
Location: Largo Central Park, 101 Central Park Dr, Largo, FL 33771

Family friendly STEM learning fun! Raffle, Walk 4 Water, live music & more!
Registration Link (ends 1/16/26): 2026 ANNUAL FLORIDA WATER FESTIVAL
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https://mms.fwea.org/members/evr/reg_event.php?orgcode=FWEA&evid=58319629


SPONSORS
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THANK YOU

TO OUR 2025-2026
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