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Message from the Chair  

Tyler Smith, Carollo Engineers 

Welcome to the second issue of the semi-

annual FWEA Students and Young 

Professionals Committee (SYPC) Newsletter! 

As incoming Chair of the SYPC, I am thankful 

for the past chair, Danielle Bertini as she has 

done an amazing job organizing and advancing 

this committee to what it is today. She has 

made the transition as seamless as possible 

and we are all appreciative of her continued 

efforts. The goal of this newsletter is to 

recognize our sponsors (without whom we 

would not exist) and to showcase all of the 

hard work put on by the outstanding young 

professionals, students and volunteers 

throughout the year. Additionally, we hope it 

serves as a networking tool and a venue for 

sharing your experiences and lessons learned. 

The mission of the SYPC is to support students 

and young professionals in the environmental 

engineering field. We accomplish this by 

providing scholarships, hosting the student 

design competition (SDC) and Poster 

competitions, and offering a variety of 

networking opportunities. Recently added was 

a resume review and workshop for the students 

attending the SDC at the Florida Water 

Resources Conference. Students received 

feedback from multiple industry professionals 

and had the opportunity to speak with 

volunteers and judges about their careers. 

Iôd like to congratulate both of our Florida 

teams that competed in this yearôs WEFTEC 

SDC. The University of South Florida - Sludge 

team came in 2nd place overall for their design, 

"Supplementary Sludge Management Process 

for City of Plant City Water Reclamation 

Facility," with team members Rebecca Braz, 

Krystin Kadonsky, Christin Gentz, Maria Reed, 

Poe Poe Min Hlaing.  

SYPC and FWEA are tremendously proud of 

both teams for their hard work and great 

representation of our state.  

 

Looking to get involved?  

Interested in Sponsoring?  

Are you new to the industry or to Florida? The 

SYPC is a great way to get involved and get 

connected with others in your field.  

If you're looking to get involved or become a 

sponsor, please reach out to:  

Tyler Smith, Chair SYPC 

Carollo Engineers 

tsmith@carollo.com 

David Hernandez, Vice Chair SYPC 

Hazen & Sawyer 

dhernandez@hazenandsawyer.com 

Samantha Hanzel, Poster Competition Chair 

Jacobs 

Samantha.Hanzel@jacobs.com 
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Thank you to our Sponsors!  

mailto:tsmith@carollo.com
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WEFTECðPerspective from the Two Competing Teams 

USFðSludge Team (2nd Place at WEFTEC) 

by Rebecca Braz  

For our senior capstone design course at USF, my teammates: Maria Reed, Krystin Kadonsky, Christin 

Gentz. Poe Poe Min Hlaing, and I worked on a project called Supplementary Sludge Management Pro-

cess for City of Plant City Water Reclamation Facility. We looked into biosolids handling processes 

capable of producing Class AA biosolids, focusing mostly on solar drying technologies. We entered 

our project into the student design competition at FWRC as a chance to challenge ourselves and 

strengthen our public speaking skills. Earning first place in the Environmental category and receiving 

the opportunity to present our project at the WEFTEC student competition was a truly exciting bonus! 

To prepare for WEFTEC, we polished and fine-tuned our design report and practiced our presentation 

through Skype or in person as often as we could. Finally, the time arrived to travel to New Orleans and 

present our project. We were expecting the competitionôs atmosphere to be very stern and competitive. 

Instead we were met with friendly faces and lots of encouragement from the organizers, judges, as well 

as the other teams. It was interesting to see the topics the other teams worked on, how they approached 

their projects and the solutions they created. When the results were announced, my team was very hap-

py to have placed second in the wastewater category. 

Attending the other events at WEFTEC was another amazing bonus. Some teammates and I spent time 

in the exhibit hall looking at the vendor displays and picking up free swag. We attended the career fair 

and received invaluable face-time with representatives of some amazing engineering firms and organi-

zations. The opportunities for networking afforded to us were wonderful and much appreciated. We 

were in awe during our entire WEFTEC experience and so grateful to be there. My team and I had a 

wonderful time at WEFTEC and we are so appreciative of the support given to us by FWEA. Not only 

by helping us in improving our project but especially with the travel allowance, without which we 

would not have been able to attend the conference. Once again, thank you! 

Tyler Smith    (Carollo Engineers) 

David Hernandez  (Hazen & Sawyer) 

Danielle Bertini   (Carollo Engineers) 

Sam Hanzel    (Jacobs)  

Kristen Waksman  (Carollo Engineers) 

Lauren Davis   (Arcadis) 

Yanni Polematidis  (CDM Smith)  

 

George Dick     (Gresham Smith & Partners) 

Weizhi Cheng    (CDM Smith)  

Suzanne Mechler   (CDM Smith)  

Mike Semago   (Kimley-Horn & Associates) 

Fernando Pleitez   (Calvin, Giordano & Associates) 

Lindsey Short   (Gresham Smith & Partners) 

 

 

 

Meet the S&YP Committee 

mailto:rbraz@mail.usf.edu
mailto:polematidisIM@cdmsmith.com
mailto:chengw@cdmsmith.com
mailto:MechlerSE@cdmsmith.com
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2016  

WEFTEC Quick 
Bits 

¶WEFTEC was held September 

24-28 in New Orleans, Louisiana 

¶There were 130 technical ses-

sions, 9 local facility tours, 29 

workshops and over 1,000 ex-

hibiting companies! 

¶The S&YP Community service 

project included nearly 200 vol-

unteers where a bioswale and 

rain garden was constructed to 

help flow and filter stormwater 

runoff 

¶Teams competing from FWEA 

have placed in EVERY WEFTEC 

SDC with 8 first place finishes in 

15 years!  

 

2016 WEFTEC  

SDC Winners 

Environmental  
1st Place: University of Minnesota  

2nd Place: Virginia Military Institute  

3rd Place: Johns Hopkins University  

4th Place: University of Guelph  

 

Wastewater  
1st Place: Southern Methodist University  

2nd Place: University of South Florida 

(Sludge)  

3rd Place: University of Colorado 

4th Place: North Dakota State University  

 

 

For more information on 

WEFTEC and the national 

SYPC, visit: 

http://www.weftec.org/ 

 

http://www.wef.org/

membership/students-and-

young-professionals2/  

 

USFðSeptage Team 

by Monica Resto 
I was the project manager for a capstone group of six students. We 

formed the team in November 2015, two months before our design 

course started, because we were so eager to compete at the 2016 

FWRC Student Design Competition (SDC)! We worked tirelessly 

throughout the semester to complete our project (entitled Developing 

Solutions for the City of Plant City Water Reclamation Facility to 

Handle Septage Loads due to the Ban from FL SB 550), meet with 

our client, improve our presentation skills, and deliver a comprehen-

sive final report. We competed at the FWRC SDC and won in the 

wastewater category! This win meant representing FWEA by com-

peting at the 2016 WEFTEC SDC at the end of September. This is an 

account of my experience at WEFTEC and advice that I would give 

to students. 

My first piece of advice: never underestimate a conference. We were 

told by others who had been to WEFTEC that the conference is huge 

and, boy, were they correct! WEFTEC is the largest water quality 

event of its kind in North America. It took me, a soccer player, at 

least 15 minutes to speed walk from Hall G, at the Morial Convention 

Center in New Orleans, to the Great Hall! The exhibition floor was 

enormous; you cannot simultaneously see both ends of the room at 

the same time. I got enough pens and pamphlets to start my own con-

sulting company. The professionals and sales people on the floor 

were extremely kind, informed, and friendly. I had a blast walking 

around and learning about the newest technologies being implement-

ed to treat our water. (Contôd on pg 4) 

http://www.weftec.org/
http://www.wef.org/membership/students-and-young-professionals2/
http://www.wef.org/membership/students-and-young-professionals2/
http://www.wef.org/membership/students-and-young-professionals2/
mailto:monicaresto@mail.usf.edu
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USFðSeptage Team (Contôd) 

by Monica Resto 

Secondly, talk to everyone! This conference is a great place to improve your social skills and practice 

your elevator speech. I did not encounter an unfriendly face; even the convention center staff was pro-

fessional and inviting. I enjoyed meeting people on escalators, in the exhibition hall, sitting near me at 

the opening ceremony, and around town. It was invaluable talking to water professionals about where 

they were from, what they did for a living, and how they got there. I truly felt a camaraderie being at 

this event. 

Lastly, itôs not about the end result, 

itôs about the journey. We worked tire-

lessly to achieve a complete project 

package for this competition. Count-

less nights I stayed up rereading the 

final report and thinking of ways to 

make it better. At the competition, we 

delivered our best presentation for this 

whole project; this was affirmed by 

audience members, advisors from oth-

er universities, and students alike. It 

was therefore disappointing to learn 

that we did not place within the top 4 

student groups in the competition. But, 

if I learned anything from this experi-

ence, it is from a conversation with Tyler Smith. In the real world, and especially in consulting, hard 

work is not guaranteed to pay off and result in successful outcomes. Sometimes you work hard on a 

design or project, only for the client to completely reject it without clear reasoning. This is an especial-

ly difficult situation to manage as a student who has grown up knowing that academic success is more 

often than not dependent upon the amount of effort put into studying. In a situation like this, and as 

was the case for us, it is valuable to look back at the entire ten month experience and see that the jour-

ney brought us new skills and polished the ones that we already had. I have never worked with such a 

cohesive and compatible group of students, and I am so proud of our completed project, how we han-

dled the bump in the road, and of how professionally we handled ourselves at the conferences.  

Thank you to FWEA, in-

dustry professionals who 

helped us rehearse, the 

USF student chapter, Tom 

Cross and Dr. James Mi-

helcic for their mentorship, 

and lastly, THANK YOU 

to my phenomenal team. 

mailto:monicaresto@mail.usf.edu
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2017 FWRC Details  
The 2017 Florida Water Resources Conference will be held April 23rdð26th at the 
Palm Beach County Convention Center in West Palm Beach, Florida.  

Conference Registration: 

http://fwrc.org/attendees/online-registration/ 

Student Design Competition: 

The SDC will be held on Sunday, April 23rd from 12:00 PM to 6:00 PM, 
and strives to promote real world design experience for students interested 
in water and wastewater engineering and sciences. The winning teams 
compete at WEFTEC each year.  

To review the guidelines, visit: 

http://www.fwea.org/student_design_competition.php  

Entry forms are due electronically by February 10th to the SYPC Chair. 
The written report and participation forms are due April 12th. If a topic or 
design idea is needed, FWEA will gladly help, simply email the SYPC Chair 
for more details.  

Student & Young Professional Poster Competition: 
The poster competition will be held on Monday, April 24th and is open to 

students and young professionals.  

This year we will, for the first time ever and with FSAWWA, be accepting 

water topics! Therefore poster topics related to the field of water engi-

neering, wastewater engineering, water resources, and other environmen-

tal topics will be accepted!  

For more information, visit:  

http://www.fwea.org/docs/2017_FWEA_Poster_Guidelines.pdf  

Participation forms are due March 31st to the S&YPC Poster Competition Coordinator, Sam Hanzel. 

 

Call for SDC and Poster Competition Judges! 

The SYPC is looking for seasoned professional to judge the student design competition and judg-
es for the poster competition!  Judges will not need to register for FWRC in order to participate. 
For more information on the responsibilities and duties for judging, please email the S&YPC 
Chair. 

Interested in Sponsoring?  

Every year the S&YP events and competitions are made possible by our sponsors. Your sponsor-
ship helps send student to WEFTEC, provides prizes for the poster competition winners and send 
the YP of the Year to the WEF/AWWA YP Summit.  

For more information and to learn the benefits of becoming a sponsor, please email the S&YP 
Vice Chair, David Hernandez  

http://fwrc.org/attendees/online-registration/
http://www.fwea.org/student_design_competition.php
mailto:tsmith@carollo.com
http://www.fwea.org/docs/2017_FWEA_Poster_Guidelines.pdf
mailto:Samantha.Hanzel@jacobs.com
mailto:tsmith@carollo.com
mailto:tsmith@carollo.com

